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TO  His  Excellency  JOHN  W.  BONNER 
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SIR: 

pursuant  to  the  requirement  of  the 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  of  Montana, 
we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
thirty-fifth  annual  report  of  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board. 

Respectfully, 

Walter  P.  Coombs 

CHAIRMAN 

John  J.  Holmes 

COMMISSIONER 

Alfred  R,  Anderson 

COMMISSIONER 


ATTEST:  W.  Wf  Casper 
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The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  of  Montana  is  designed  to 
make  prompt  payment  of  medical  and  hospital  benefits,  plus  compensation, 
to  victims  of  industrial  accidents.  The  act  requires  a liberal  construction 
of  its  provisions  by  the  Industrial  Accident  Board;  and  the  theory  of  the 
act  is  that  it  is  designed  to  provide  prompt  payment  of  compensation  without 
the  necessity  of  tedious  legal  procedure  and  prolonged  litigation.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  industrial  Accident  Board  to  see  that  these  purposes  are 
carried  out  by  those  operating  under  the  Act, 

In  Montana,  an  employer  is  permitted  to  elect  to  operate 
under  one  of  three  plans  of  compensation  — Plan  One,  self-insurance; 
plan  Two,  Private  Insurance  Carriers;  Plan  Three,  Industrial  Accident  Fund, 
a State  Fund  operated  by  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  as  part  of  its  duties. 

The  Industrial  Accident  Board  is  charged  with  responsibility 
for  supervising  the  operation  and  administration  of  all  three  plans.  All 
reports  of  accidents  must  be  filed  with  the  Industrial  Accident  Board.  An 
individual  file  is  set  up  on  each  accident,  and  medical  reports  relating 
to  that  accident  must  be  filed  with  the  Board.  No  final  settlement  may  be 
entered  into  by  a compensation  claimant  and  a self-insurer  or  an  insurance 
carrier  without  the  approval  of  the  Board.  The  Board  has  continuing 
jurisdiction  over  all  ai^rds  and  payments  of  compensation  for  a period  of 
four  years  from  the  date  of  the  award,  and  unless  a claim  is  closed  by 
compromise  settlement,  the  claim  may  be  reopened  any  time  within  that  four 
year  period. 


Number 

of  Firms 

Under  Act 

plan  I 

plan  II 

Plan  III 

All 

1944-45 

45 

1488 

4017 

5550 

1945-46 

44 

1857 

4384 

6285 

1946-47 

47 

2062 

4921 

7030 

1947-48 

56 

2605 

5251 

7912 

1948-49 

51 

3260 

5407 

8718 

1949-50 

52 

3923 

5543 

9518 

Thus,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  firms  operating  under  the  act  for  the  past 
few  years. 
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Plan  I 


Some  52  firms  were  authorized  to  operate  under  plan  I of  the 
Montana  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Relations  between  the  Board  and  the  self-insurers  have  been 
excellent  during  the  year.  And,  it  will  be  noted  from  the  table  printed 
elsewhere  in  this  report  that  self-insurers  have  maintained  a high  rate  of 
payment  of  compensation. 

To  a conscientious  employer,  Plan  I offers  an  incentive  for 
improving  safety  conditions.  Since,  under  Plan  I,  costs  of  compensation 
are  treated  as  costs  of  doing  business,  the  employer  knov/s  that  if  he  can 
improve  safety  conditions,  his  costs,  as  far  as  compensation  is  concerned, 
will  decrease.  Accordingly,  here  in  Montana,  some  of  our  self-insurers, 
such  as  the  Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company;  the  J.  Neils  Lumber  Company; 
Carter  Oil  Company;  and  others  have  enviable  safety  records  and  outstanding 
safety  programs , 


In  addition,  it  is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  many  of  the 
self-insurers  have  expended  more  than  the  law  requires  in  payment  of  medical 
and  hospital  benefits  to  injured  workers.  The  Board  has  noted  this  practice 
with  approval  for  it  demonstrates  an  intent  to  be  guided  by  the  spirit  of 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

plan  II 


The  number  of  employers  who  have  elected  to  be  bound  under 
the  private  insurance  plan  of  the  Act  has  grown  considerably,  and  most  of 
the  increase  has  been  brought  about  through  the  activities  of  the  Idaho 
Compensation  Company;  an  insurance  company  organized  in  Idaho,  which  operates 
only  in  Idaho  and  Montana  and  which  has  been  actively  soliciting  business  in 
Montana . 


The  Board's  relations,  on  the  whole,  vdth  the  insurance 
carriers  have  been  excellent.  The  Board  insists  on  prompt  paymient  of  comp- 
ensation benefits,  under  the  law,  without  technical  interpretation  and 
prolonged  delays  which  tend  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  compensation  act. 
In  some  instances,  insurance  carriers,  particularly  those  new  in  the  field, 
have  failed  to  realise  their  responsibility  in  this  regard,  and  the  Board 
has  found  it  necessary  to  seek  to  remedy  that  situation. 

It  will  be  observed  that  benefits  paid  under  plan  II  of  the 
Act  to  injured  workers  are  lower  than  those  paid  under  plan  I and  Plan  III. 
This  indicates  to  the  Board  the  need  for  further  examination  of  claims 
under  plan  II  to  make  certain  that  the  VJorkmen's  Compensation  Act  is 
followed  in  every  particular, 

plan  III 

Most  of  the  statistical  tables  in  this  report  have  to  do 
with  plan  III,  the  Industrial  Accident  Fund* 
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Again  in  1949-1950,  the  Industrial  Accident  Fund  was  the 
largest  compensation  carrier  in  the  State.  The  number  of  firms  electing 
to  be  bound  under  Plan  III  continued  to  grov/. 

The  Board  is  particularly  proud  of  the  fact  that  despite  a 
substantial  increase  in  benefits  passed  by  the  1949  session  of  the  Montana 
Legislature,  premium  rates  under  plan  III  vrere  steadily  decreased.  This 
decrease  has  been  brought  about  by  efficient  management  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Fund,  and  by  an  increase  in  safety  activities  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board, 


It  mil  be  noted  that  the  injured  workers  covered  under 
plan  III  continued  to  receive  the  maximum  benefits  and  plan  III  leads  all 
three  plans  in  the  amount  of  benefits  received  per  claim.  The  following 
table  speaks  for  itself  in  this  regard* 

Comparison  of  benefit  payments  under  all  three  plans  for  the  fiscal  year. 


plan  I Plan  II  Plan  III 

Total 

Compensation  $ 531,082.34  | 581,496.20  $ 889,305.05 

Paid 

Average 

per  claim  | 552.64  $ 492.38  $ 711.45 


Improvements  in  the  administration  of  Plan  HI  were  carried 
out  during  the  fiscal  year  1949-50.  The  Board  now  maintains  its  accounts 
with  the  State  Treasurer «s  office  instead  of  with  a Helena  Bank,  and  our 
security  portfolio  is  safeguarded  by  being  deposited  in  the  vault  of  the 
State  Treasurer,  The  State  Examiner  was  requested  to  make  recommendations 
regarding  the  Board «s  procedures  and  numerous  changes  in  operations  have 
been  made  as  a result. 

The  Industrial  Accident  Fund  is  in  the  best  condition  in 
its  history.  There  is  over  ;I^5, 500,000.00  in  the  fund,  almost  five  million 
of  which  is  invested  in  U.  S.  Government  Bonds.  The  Board  has  set  aside  a 
compensation  liability  account  in  the  amount  of  ^900,000.00  for  the  payment 
of  compensation  claims  which  have  been  filed;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
investment  fund  is  for  reserve  purposes  and  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  any 
contingency  that  might  arise. 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  fiscal  year  the  surplus 
in  the  Industrial  Reserve  Fund,  after  deducting  estimated  liability,  totalled 
$4,619,118.49  as  compared  with  $3,891,393.25  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year, 
or  a total  increase  amounting  to  $727,725,24  or  approximately  an  19^  increase. 
The  Board  takes  pride  in  this  increase  which  occurred  despite  a decrease  in 
rates  and  an  increase  in  benefits. 

Employers  who  elect  to  be  bound  by  plan  III,  the  Industrial 
Accident  Fund,  can  rest  assured  that  the  Board  has  sufficient  assets  to 


meet  the  payment  of  compensation  and  that  there  can*be  brought  about  a 
steady  decrease  in  rates  as  long  as  present  conditions  of  employment  and 
accidents  prevail. 

Safety  program 


During  the  year  of  1949-50  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  has 
emphasized  the  Board’s  responsibility  in  the  field  of  accident  prevention. 

The  Bureau  of  Safety  v^as  reorganized  and  one  of  the  inspectors  was  promoted 
to  serve  as  acting  director  of  the  division  with  administrative  responsibility 
for  seeing  to  it  that  the  safety  inspectors  carry  out  their  assigned  duties . 

An  additional  inspector  was  added  to  the  staff;  and  a safety  training  program 
was  inaugurated  in  cooperation  with  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor.  That 
department  sent  trained  instructors  to  Montana  and  our  staff  received  a 
course  of  instruction  in  up-to-date  accident  prevention  methods. 

The  Board  determined  that  full  and  complete  reports  must  be 
made  by  the  Safety  Division  in  all  death  cases  as  well  as  all  cases  of 
injury  involving  more  than  one  employee,  or  in  all  cases  v/here  unusual  cir- 
cumstances are  found.  In  addition,  the  Board  has  adopted  the  policy  of 
holding  safety  hearings  wherever  it  appears  that  such  hearings  will  bring 
to  light  facts  on  accident  prevention  that  must  be  heeded.  An  example  of 
such  a hearing  was  the  one  held  in  connection  ^vith  the  enforcement  of 
Montana’s  Coal  Mine  Safety  Code,  Witnesses  were  examined  in  an  effort  to 
determine  whether  1/iontana’s  Coal  Mines  ivere  in  a safe  condition.  The  Board 
intends  to  continue  the  practice  of  holding  safety  hearings  where  necessary. 

Another  improvement  in  operations  is  the  policy  of  conducting 
on-the-spot  surveys  in  hazardous  industries  to  determine  potential  hazards. 
Again,  in  cooperation  vdth  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board  made  a survey  of  logging  and  lumbering  hazards  and  this 
survey  was  made  the  basis  of  a safety  campaign  in  that  industry. 

The  Industrial  Accident  Board  now  belongs  to  the  Montana 
Safety  Council  and  the  National  safety  council  and  the  safety  information 
developed  by  those  tvjo  organizations  is  made  available  to  the  Board.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Board  participated  in  the  President’s  Conference  on 
Industrial  Safety.  The  Board  believes,  as  a result  of  these  activities 
that  the  accident  prevention  program  has  made  strides  during  the  year  and 
has  given  indication  of  what  might  be  accomplished. 

Conclusions; 


The  Industrial  Accident  Board  meets  as  a three-man  board  in 
regular  meetings.  All  three  members  of  the  Board  attend  these  sessions  and 
participate  in  the  discussions.  Claimants  are  invited  to  appear  before  the 
Board  and  present  their  claims  in  person;  and  every  effort  is  made  to  see 
that  the  rights  of  the  working  man  and  ivoman  are  protected.  The  Board  has 
not  hesitated  to  issue  orders  where  compensation  is  being  held  up  and  has 
not  hesitated  to  advise  insurance  carriers  that  securities  on  deposit  with 
the  Board  v.all  be  sold  to  pay  compensation  benefits,  if  those  benefits  are 
not  immediately  forthcoming. 
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The  Board  feels  that  the  benefits  under  the  VJorkmen’s 
Compensation  Act  are  low  and  that  another  increase  could  profitably  be 
made  in  order  to  compensate  more  adequately  the  victims  of  industrial 
accidents,  in  addition,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  more  work  should 
be  done  in  the  field  of  rehabilitation  and  retraining.  Already,  cooper- 
ative procedures  have  been  worked  out  with  the  Bureau  of  Vocational 
Rehabilitation,  and  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  refers  cases  to  that 
agency  for  rehabilitation.  However,  the  Board  believes  that  more  work 
should  be  done  in  the  field  of  physical  therapy  and  medical  rehabilitation, 
and  that  the  sooner  we  have  a rehabilitation  center  the  sooner  we  will  be 
able  to  take  better  care  of  our  injured  workers . 

Compensation  payments  can  never  adequately  compensate  an 
injured  vrorker  for  his  loss.  To  do  the  proper  job,  the  Industrial  Accident 
Board  should  spend  more  time  and  money  on  rehabilitation  services  in  order 
to  aid  the  victims  of  accidents  to  return  to  gainful  employment.  An  injured 
worker  should  be  helped  to  regain  his  income,  rather  than  merely  to  receive 
a cash  settlement. 

In  addition,  the  Board  believes  that  improvements  in  our 
workmen* s compensation  act  are  necessary  so  that  more  control  may  be  exer- 
cised over  Plan  II  settlements  and  av/ards.  The  Board  should  have  the  right 
to  have  an  injured  worker  examined  by  a physician  of  the  Board’s  choice 
and  there  should  be  provision  made  so  that  the  insurance  carrier  would  have 
to  stand  the  expense  of  that  examination.  At  the  present  time,  the  Board 
has  no  funds  for  this  purpose;  and  manifest  injustice  is  incurred  in  such 
cases . 


Finally,  the  Board  recommends  that  improvements  in  the 
safety  program  be  made.  At  the  present  time,  the  emphasis  under  our  law 
is  on  the  collection  of  fees  for  safety  inspections  and  safety  is  merely 
incidental.  The  State  of  Montana  has  sufficient  interest  in  the  health 
and  safety  of  its  industrial  workers  so  that  an  appropriation  from  the 
general  fund  of  the  State  may  be  made  to  assist  the  Board  in  its  work. 

The  Montana  safety  Council  recommendations  that  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  on  this  subject  give  a good  basis  on  ;'Mch  to  start. 

Workmen’s  compensation  legislation  is  social  legislation 
designed  to  aid  the  victims  of  industrial  accidents.  It  should  not  be  made 
the  vehicle  of  private  profit;  nor  should  the  victims  of  industrial  accidents 
have  to  sue  to  recover  what  is  theirs.  The  ?Jorkmen’s  compensation  Act  in 
Montana  is  a study  in  progressive  interpretation,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  and  on  the  part  of  the  Courts.  The  Board  has  an  obligation  to  see 
to  it  that  the  law  is  interpreted  liberally  on  behalf  of  the  injured  worker 
and  vdth  that  proposition  the  present  Industrial  Accident  Board  is  in  full 
accord. 
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PLAN  III 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  FUND  — FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


June  30,  1950 


ASSETS : 

Industrial  Accident  Fund  $ 595,910.81 

Less  Outstanding  Warrants  31,357.31 

Total  Cash  In  Treasury 

Reserve  Fund  Investments  $ 4,951,454.15 

Industrial  Reserve  F.  H.  A.  Loans  455.51 

Registered  Warrants  384.53 

Defaulted  Bonds  2,270.80 

Total  Investments 


$ 564,553.50 


^ 4,954,564.99 


Total  Cash  and  Invested  Funds 


$ 5,519,118.49 


LIABILITIES: 

Premium  Income 
Recoveries  from  Judgments 

Less  Compensation  paid 

Less  Refunds 

Less  Exchange  paid 

Net  premium  Income 

Initial  Deposits 
Special  Deposits 
Interest  Earned 
Discount  Earned 
Discount  Accumulated 
Total  Earnings 


I 27,274,605.95 
92,463.88 

$ 27,367,069.83 

$ 23,166,802.74 
1,366.54 

10.40  23,168,179.68 


$ 4,198,890.15 


^ 1,089,000.95 

1,751.75 
3,609.98 


218,729.82 

7,135.84 


$ 1,094,362.68 


Total  Net  Income 


$ 5,519,118.49 


Total  fixed  and  estimated  liability 
due  to  deaths  and  claims  for 
temporary  disability  and  total  and 

permanent  partial  disability  900,000-00 


Surplus  in  Industrial  Reserve  Fund 
for  any  contingency 


$ 4,619.118.49 
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STATISTICAL  STAm-iEMT  FOR  THIRTY-FIVE  YEAR  PERIOD  ENDING  JUNE  30.  1950 
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PPJ3IIM  INCOME  FOR  EACH  FISCAL  YEAR 


June 

30, 

1931 

June 

30, 

1932 

June 

30, 

1933 

June 

30, 

1934 

June 

30, 

1935 

June 

30, 

1936 

June 

30, 

1937 

June 

30, 

1938 

June 

30, 

1939 

June 

30, 

1940 

June 

30, 

1941 

June 

30, 

1942 

June 

30, 

1943 

June 

30, 

1944 

June 

30, 

1945 

June 

30, 

1946 

June 

30, 

1947 

Jme 

30, 

1948 

June 

30, 

1949 

June 

30, 

1950 

1931-1950 

370,750,72 

. 32S,49S.80 

336,662,81 

. 512,292.02 

, 920,485.30 

1,005,779.17 

...  1,206,931.11 

1,258,643.67 

.....  1,082,587.32 

1,241,569.01 

1,265,072.17 

1,410,694,61 

. 1,499,757.23 

1,576,705.31 

. 1,600,681.99 

1,570,817.12 

1,797,236.47 

1,831,813.07 

1,668,199.90 

1,612,628.17 
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RE-CAP  OF  FATAL  ACCIDaJTS  SHOCTIG  DIRECT  OR  IMDIRSCT  CAUSE 


F.ALL  OF  GROUIID 

F.ILLIMG  LOG  OR  POLE 

FpiLING  II/lCHII'IERY 

FALL  BPMEATK  TPL'iIN 

FiiLL  FROII  ILUILLNERY 

F.ALL  FROi:  HORSE 

Fi\LL  IN  LOG  JAM 

ELECTRIC  SHOCK 

CAUGHT  IL^HIi^JE 

GASSED  (Monoxide,  smoke,  etc.) 

AUTO  ACCIDSIIT 

FREEZING 

DROlAmiG 

EXPLOSION 

STPu'lNGULATED  HERNIA 
HEART  DISE:\SE 
SCLEROSIS  OF  SPINE 


PLA^J  I 

n 

I 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

k 

1 

1 


2 


PLAI'I  II 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

.5 


1 

2 

1 


PLAl^I  III 

2 

4 


5 
1 
1 
2 

1 

6 
1 
1 


4 

1 


TOTilL 


23 


24 


29 


FATiiL  CASES  UPON  ITiICH  NO  COMPENSATION  MAS  PAID 


3 


4 


4 


COiiffARISON  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  OVER  LAST  FIVE  FISCAL  YEARS 


YEAR 

PLAN  I 

PLAN  II 

PLAN  III 

TOTALS 

31st  Year 

14 

10 

20 

44 

32nd  Year 

24 

16 

28 

68 

33rd  Year 

14 

7 

25 

46 

34th  Year 

22 

26 

35 

83 

35th  Year 

23 

24 

29 

76 

COmRISON  OF  NEVJ  FIRl/B 
(Net  increase  each 

OVER  LAST 
year  over 

' FIVE  FISCAL  YEARS 
previous  year) 

31st  Year 

-1 

369 

367 

735 

32nd  Year 

3 

205 

537 

745 

33rd  Year 

9 

543 

330 

882 

34th  Year 

-5 

655 

1 — t 

806 

35th  Year 

1 

663 

136 

800 

Total  New 

Firms  7 

2,435 

1,526 

3,968 

k 


TYPE  OF  ACCIDENTS  MOST  FREQUENTLY  REPORTED 


LACERATIONS 

4,499 

SPRAINS 

3,532 

CONTUSIONS 

3,371 

EYE  BTJURIES 

2,077 

FP^\CTURES 

1,233 

INDUSTRIES  MOST  FREQUENTLY  REPORTIfJG  ACCIDENTS 


CONTRACTORS 

(Code  1700) 

1,590 

G/lRAGES 

(code  308) 

1,529 

LUMBERB^G 

(Code  1609) 

1,262 

FARM  LABOR 

(Code  1209) 

870 

i£[NING 

(code  1809) 

847 

k 


CLABiS  FILED  WITH  INDIVIDU.'IL  INSURAMCS  COKPMIES 
FISC.\L  YE/lR  1949  - 1950 

Aetna  Casualty  and  Suretj^  Company  72 

Merican  Casualty  Company  36 

American  Guaranty  and  Liabilitj'-  Insurance  Company  1 

Merican  Mutual  Liability  Insurance  Company  12 

:'\merican  Suret3^  Company  of  New  York  4 

*\nchor  Casualty  Company  12 

Associated  Indemnity  Company  7 

Century  Indemnity  Company  0 

Consolidated  Underwriters  0 

Continental  Casualty  Company  3 

Eagle  Indemnity  Company  0 

Employers  Liability  Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd.  14 

Employers  Mutual  Liability  Insurance  Company  40 

Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  12 

Fireman’s  Fund  Indemnity  Company  27 

General  Casualty  Company  of  America  7 

Globe  Indemnity  Company  0 

Great  American  Indemnity  Company  of  Mexr  York  13 

Hartford  Accident  and  Indemnity  Company  33 

Idaho  Compensation  Company  532 

Indemnity  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  3 

Iowa  Mutual  Casualt3r  Compan3;'  1 

Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  18 

London  Guarantee  and  Accident  Compan3'’  l6 

Lumbermens  Mutual  Casualty  Company  17 

Maryland  Casualty  Company  22 

Metropolitan  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  0 

National  Automobile  Casualty  Insurance  Company  8 

New  Amsterdam  Casualt3^  Company  of  New  York  5 

Pacific  Employers  Insurance  Compan3'’  13 

Royal  Indemnit3''  Company  18 

St,  Paul  Mercury  Indemnity  Company  11 

Standard  Accident  Insurance  Company  33 

Transport  Insurance  Company  1 

The  Travelers  Insurance  Company  56 

Truck  Insurance  Exchange  9 

United  Pacific  Insurance  Company  12 

United  States  Fidelit3’-  & Guaranty  Company  57 

Western  National  Indemnity  Company  0 

Zurich  General  Accident  and  Liability  Company  1 

TOTAL  CLAIMS  FILED  1,181 


HE/jmJGS 


July  1,  1949  through  June  30,  1950 


Industrial  Accident  Fund 


31 


Aetna  Casualty  and  Surety  Company 
Amarican  Casualty  Companj^ 

Anchor  Casualty  Company 

ilmerican  i'lutual  Liability  Insurance  Company 
Employers  Ilutual  Liability  Insurance  Company 
Fironan’s  Fund  Indeimiity  Company 
Great  /mierican  Indemnity  Company  of  Nevr  York 
Idaho  Compensation  Company 
Liberty  Ilutual  Insurance  Compan3^ 

London  Guarantee  and  Accident  Company'' 
Lumbermens  Ilutual  Casualty  Company 
IIar3’'land  Casualty  Company 
National  Automobile  and  Casualty  Company’’ 
Pacific  Employers  Insurance  Company 
3t,  Paul  liercury  Indemnity  Company 
The  Travelers  Insurance  Company 
United  States  Fidelity  k Guaranty  Company 


4 

1 

n 

X 

4 
2 
3 
1 

18 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

5 
5 


Anaconda  Copper  Mining  Company  22 
.\naconda  Copper  Mining  Company  Lumber  Department  1 
American  Smelting  and  Piefining  Company''  2 
Carter  Oil  Company  1 
Holly  Sugar  Corporation  2 
Ideal  Cement  Company  1 
International  Harvester  Company  1 
Mike  Horse  Mining  and  Milling  Company  3 
Montana  Povrer  Company  3 
Northland  Greyhound  Lines,  Incorporated  1 
Republic  Coal  Company  2 
Somers  Lumber  Company 

(Division  of  Glacier  Park  Compan^^)  2 
Outside  Cases  1 


TOTAL  129 


This  table  gives  only  formal  hearings.  There  were  neny 
informal  hearings  held. 


SAFETY  INSPECTION  DEPARTMENT 


The  work  of  making  safety  inspections  of  places  of  employment  in  hazardous 
occupations,  including  metal  mines,  coal  mines  and  boilers  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  fiscal  year  by  the  following  persons* 


Boiler  Inspectors* 


C.  A.  Johnson 
pat  Vifrialen 


Safety  Inspectors; 


Quartz  Mine  Inspectors; 


Coal  I>,|ine  Inspector : 


John  J.  Tomcheck 
Chas.  0.  Grimes 
Albert  S.  Adair 

Carlos  Hieber 
Dennis  Mirphy 
Tom  Haney 

Edward  Davies 


The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  Inspectors'  work. 


VJORK  OF  SAFETY  BUREAU  FOR  YEAR  1949-1950 

(Fiscal  Year  July  1,  194*^  to  Jvine  jO,  1^0) 


Months 

Licenses 

Boilers 

Safe 

Inspe  ctors 

Mbrked 

Issued 

Inspected 

Inspect 

C.  A,  Johnson 

12 

345 

1,036 

pat  vjialen 

12 

536 

1,223 

Edward  Davies 

12 

95 

Carlos  Hieber 

12 

29 

Dennis  Ivlurphy 

10 

19 

Albert  S.  Adair 

10 

977 

John  J.  Tomcheck 

12 

1,069 

Chas.  0.  Grimes 

1 

1 

Tom  Haney 

2 

0 

Office 

12 

2,024 

2,259 

SAFETY  DIVISION  PROCEESS 


19  more  licenses  written  than  a year  ago 
56  more  boilers  inspected  than  a year  ago 
285  more  safety  inspections  than  a year  ago 
;i?5, 598.72  more  fees  collected  than  a year  ago 
Total  Cash  Collected $35,884.44 


% 


i* 
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SAFETY  DIRECTOR'S  REPORT 


October  1,  1950 


Industrial  Accident  Board, 
Helena,  Montana. 

Gentlemen: 


1950. 


Heremth  is  submitted  ny  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 


LUNE  INSPECTIONS 


During  the  past  year  I have  continued  the  inspection  of  mines  throughout  the 
State,  of  the  32  mines  inspected  in  1949,  about  one  half  of  that  number 
were  not  in  operation  in  1950.  Butte  continues  to  lead  in  mining  activity. 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


There  were  no  fatalities  in  Quartz  mines  outside  of  the  Butte  district  during 
the  past  year. 


ACCIDENT  PREVENTION 


As  Acting  Safety  Director,  I have  made  numerous  trips  to  both  the  Hungry 
Horse  and  the  Car^you  Ferry  Dams  novj  under  construction  in  Montana.  As  both 
of  these  projects  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  we 
cooperate  vdth  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  Safety  Engineers  in  accident 
prevention  as  much  as  possible  as  they  are  on  the  job  all  the  time.  The 
prime  contractors  at  Hungry  Horse  also  have  a full  time  Safety  Engineer  but 
despite  their  efforts  two  fatalities  occurred  at  Plungry  Horse  and  one  at 
Canyon  Ferry  this  summer. 


UNUSUAL  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


During  the  past  year  I have  made  investigations  of,  and  written  reports  on 
a series  of  fatalities  occurring  in  the  several  branches  of  industry.  They 
all  follow  a certain  pattern  in  that  they  were  called  unusual  in  the  place 
where  they  occurred.  All  could  have  been  prevented  if  the  proper  training 
in  safety  could  have  been  acquired  by  these  men  and  the  unusual  or  unexpected 
anticipated. 


SAFETY  PROGRESS 


y/hile  progress  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  safety  during  the  past  year, 
there  yet  remains  much  to  be  accomplished  in  preventing  unnecessary  death 
and  injury  to  workmen,  We  are  doing  all  possible  with  our  limited  resources 
and  I hope  that  in  time  the  Bureau  of  Safety  will  be  expanded  so  as  to 
render  a much  greater  service  in  the  field  of  accident  prevention. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Carlos  Hieber, 

Acting  Safety  Director 
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QUARTZ  IvilNB  INSPECTCH»S  REPORT 


October  1,  1950 


Industrial  Accident  Board, 
Helena , Montana , 

Gentleraen: 


In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1950,  there  were  eight 
fatalities  caused  by  men  working  in  Butte  Ijlines  for  the  Anaconda 
Copper  Mining  Company. 

I took  the  State  Quartz  Mine  Inspector’s  position  May  1, 

1950.  There  were  just  two  fatal  accidents  while  I held  this  position, 
one  May  16,  1950,  one  June  23,  1950,  and  six  before  I took  the  position. 

This  is  the  same  number  as  1949.  Hov/ever,  mining  operations 
have  increased.  I still  feel  that  this  rate  is  too  high  and  could  be 
cut  do\m  considerably  through  proper  supervision  and  education  of  the 
v/orker  in  safety  first. 

The  fatal  accidents  i:rere  caused  by*. 


Hoisting  Rock  ...  2 
Fall  of  Ground  ...  5 
Fall  in  Manway  . . . 1 


Total  8 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Tom  Haney, 

State  Quartz  Mine  Inspector 


r 

V 


The  follovdng  is  a brief  statement  of  each  of  the  fatal  accidents, 
vjhich  occurred  in  the  mines  and  shops  of  the  Anaconda  Copper  Mining 
Company  during  the  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1949  to  June  30,  1950,  inclusive: 

John  Burke,  age  32,  married  vdth  three  minor  children,  residing 
at  1913  Stewart  street,  Butte,  died  in  St.  James  Hospital  July  22,  1949, 
from  injuries  received  July  21st  when  he  fell  from  the  4200  Skip  Pocket 
loxver  platform  into  the  ore  skip  at  the  Mountain  Con  Mine. 

David  G.  Gunter,  age  31,  married  with  three  children,  residing  at 
6 O’Neill  Street,  Butte,  was  killed  by  fall  of  ground  in  A1004  Raise 
at  the  Anselmo  Mine  on  August  24,  1949. 

Anton  Zugel,  age  60,  residing  at  505  East  Mercury,  Butte,  and 
survived  by  his  wife  and  one  child,  residing  in  Jugoslavia,  was  killed 
by  fall  of  ground  in  A--4208-B-23W  in  the  Mountain  Con  .line  on  September 
27,  1949. 

Roy  D.  Ransom,  age  60,  married  and  residing  at  1941  Grand  Avenue, 
Butte,  was  fatally  injured  by  fall  of  ground  in  B1541  IDW  at  the  Anselmo 
Mine  on  October  6,  1949. 

pat  McLaughlin,  age  60,  single  and  residing  at  360  East  Broadway, 
Butte,  died  at  St.  James  Hospital  on  October  15,  1949,  as  a result  of 
injuries  received  when  he  fell  in  Al483’-50w  stope  manway  at  the  Emma 
IijJine  on  October  12,  1949. 

John  Govednik,  age  39,  married  and  residing  at  336  Watson  Avenue, 
Butte,  was  fatally  injured  on  February  22,  1950,  vdiile  loading  rock  at 
the  3200  Skip  Pocket  of  the  Balmont  Mine.  He  died  approximately  one- 
half  hour  later  while  receiving  treatment  at  St.  James  Hospital. 

Carl  B.  Olson,  age  54,  widower  and  residing  at  367  East  Granite 
Street,  Butte,  was  killed  by  fall  of  ground  on  the  3100  Station  of  the 
Leonard  Mine  on  May  16,  1950. 

J.  F.  Schoonover,  age  50,  married  with  two  children  and  residing 
at  the  Bonner  Block,  Butte,  died  at  St.  James  Hospital  July  27,  1950, 
as  a result  of  injuries  received  in  a falling  ground  accident  in  D1277 
Raise  at  the  Emma  kdne  on  June  23,  1950. 


COAL  MINE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


October  1,  1950 


Industrial  Accident  Board, 
Helena,  Montana. 

Gentlemen* 


In  accordance  vdth  the  requirements  of  the  State  Coal  Mining 
Code  I herevdth  submit  ray  report  as  State  Coal  Mine  Inspector  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1950. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS 


The  tonnage  produced  shows  a decrease  of  approximately  20  percent,  and 
was  largely  due  to  ivork  stoppages,  and  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
industry  shows  a slight  increase.  The  value  of  the  coal  sold  at  the  mine 
shows  a decrease  of  twenty  per  cent. 

MINE  INSPECTIONS 


The  mines  in  Carbon,  Iv&iss  els  hell,  and  Cascade  counties  are  inspected 
quarterly,  ;diiile  the  small  wagon  mines  that  operate  only  during  the 
winter  months  are  inspected  once  a year.  In  addition  to  state  inspections 
the  mines  are  inspected  by  Federal  mine  inspectors,  tv;o  of  whom  are  head- 
quartered in  Billings.  In  addition,  the  mines  that  operate  under  leases 
from  the  Federal  Government  are  inspected  by  the  Geologic  Survey  inspectors 
of  the  Department  of  Interior.  Also,  the  mines,  the  operators  of  which 
have  contracts  with  the  United  Mine  Workers,  are  inspected  by  mine  safety 
committees.  At  some  of  these  mines,  members  of  the  mine  committees 
accompany  the  state  and  federal  inspectors  when  they  make  their  inspections. 
It  is  correct  to  say  that  these  safety  agencies  work  in  cooperation  with 
mine  managers  in  the  interest  of  greater  safety  in  the  coal  mines  of  the 
State , 

Modern  safety  devices  are  provided  in  our  mechanized  mines  that  produce 
the  bulk  of  the  tonnage  and  in  the  year  1949  there  were  no  fatal  accidents 
in  any  of  these  mines . 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th  of  the  current  year,  there  was  one 
fatality  in  a mechanized  mine,  and  one  fatality  in  a wagon  mine.  Both 
were  due  to  falls  of  roof  at  the  working  face.  One  of  the  victims  was  a 
miner  and  the  other  was  a mine  supervisor.  The  latter  was  directing 
operations,  the  timbering  of  abnormal  roof,  when  the  accident  occurred, 

He  misjudged  the  abnormal  roof  area,  and  with  fatal  consequences.  The  miner 
was  killed  by  a fall  of  roof  that  contained  concealed  slips.  He  was  loading 
a car  of  coal  at  the  time. 
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MINE  INSPECTOR »S  REPORT-CONTINUED 


Falls  of  roof  at  the  working  face  account  for  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  accidents  that  occur  in  coal  mines  in  all  coal  producing  states  in  the 
Nation,  and  it  is  agreed  that  systematic  timbering,  regardless  of  the 
nature  of  the  roof,  is  the  best  means  to  reduce  the  number. 

DATA  OF  THE  INDUSTRY 


Number  of  mines  reporting  34 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  produced 2,507,334 

Average  number  of  days  worked,  chief  producers  , . , 172 

Value  of  coal  at  mines  $5,05S,448.00 

pounds  of  dynamite  used  1,838,180 

pounds  of  permissible  powder  used 182,088 

Pounds  of  Black  Pellet  pov/der  used 34,965 

Tonnage  rained  by  machine  (estimated) 

Tonnage  rained  by  hand 2% 

Number  of  men  employed  836 

Number  of  fatal  accidents  2 

Accident  rate  per  thousand  men  employed  2*4 


MINING  EXAMINATIONS 


Four  candidates  appeared  for  examination  in  Great  Falls,  June  19th,  20th 
and  21st  and  the  four  (4)  after  successfully  passing  the  examination 
received  state  mine  foreman  certificates.  The  names  of  the  successful 
candidates,  the  grades  which  they  received,  and  their  examination  papers 
with  the  tally  sheets  have  been  placed  on  file  with  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board, 
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For  assistance  and  advice  received  from  the  members  of  the  Industrial 
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Respectfully  submitted. 


Edward  Davies, 

State  Coal  Mine  Inspector 


